104	THE  KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
military Orders took up their positions beside it—the
Templars on the right and the Hospitallers on the left—
and the Franks marched towards Hittin, where the Moslems
had encamped.
Progress was made difficult by the heat of the sun, and
Guy reached the fatal decision to camp for the night on the
waterless plain to allow the weary troops to recuperate, Next
day the Latins came in sight of the Moslem army and the
battle was joined, " At their entreaty (the king) gave the
honour of striking the first blow to the Master and Knights
of the Temple. Upon this, the brethren of the Temple,
rushing upon the foe with the bravery of lions, put some
to the sword and forced others to take to flight. The rest
(of the Christians), however, neglecting the king's command,
did not join the battle or give them any succour whatever;
in consequence of which the knights of the Temple were
hemmed in and slaughtered," The lay knights and the
members of the two military Orders fought desperately, but
the auxiliaries, maddened with thirst, could think only of
pressing forward to the water which lay behind the Moslem
army, and they broke their ranks early in the conflict. The
king and one hundred and fifty knights gathered round the
true cross, but all were soon killed or compelled to surrender*
Guy of Lusignan, Reginald of Chatillon, the Masters of
the Temple and the Hospital, and many of the other notable
leaders became the captives of the Moslems* As for the
true cross, that the Christians " might know by a certain
sign and manifest proof that the Lord was terribly wroth
with them and might not doubt that the shield of His divine
protection had been withdrawn from them, they had the
lamentable misfortune on that black day to lose the beams
of the cross of our salvation ". Another chronicler explains
that "this was done through the righteous judgment of
God "} for the Bishop of Acre was equipped with armour,
whereas the bearer of the relic should go unprotected

